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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 
17, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

The amendment overcomes the claim objections made in the last Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The amendment overcomes the claim rejections made in the last Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1 and 3-6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Whitney (US 6,339,985). 

With regard to claim 1, Whitney discloses a coffee grinder with substantially all of 
the claimed structure including: 

1 . a coffee been container (100) having at least two compartments (104); 

2. each compartment having an output (Figure 30); 

3. a bottom-side output shaft (Figure 30) common to both compartments and 
connected to the outputs; 

4. a grinding mill (10) disposed beneath the output shaft; and 

5. a non-moving closure element (bottom of 106) for closing the output opening 
of the compartments (104) and leaving open the output (108) opening of at 
least one other compartment; 

6. the non-moving closure forms with the grinding mill (10) a single non-moving 
unit (Figure 30) relative to the coffee bean container (100); 

7. the coffee bean container (100) is disposed rotatably (column 1 1 , line 45); 
and 

8. the closure element (bottom of 106) is separated from the output opening 
(108) of the coffee bean container (100) by a gap with a width less than an 
average diameter of a coffee bean disposed in the coffee bean container 
according to Figure 30. 
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With regard to claim 3, Whitney discloses a closure element (76-79, Figure 25) 
disposed beneath a guide element (70, Figures 21 and 24). The contour of the closure 
element (76-79) is adapted to the underside of the guide element (70). 

With regard to claim 4, Whitney discloses a closure element (76-79) connected 
form-fittingly with the grinding mill (10). The closure element is relative to the rotatability 
of the coffee bean container (100). 

With regard to claim 5, Whitney discloses a closure element (76-79) comprising a 
radially projecting toe (Figure 25) to engage a seating (where the toes seat) of the 
grinding mill (10). See the passage (33, column 10, lines 45-49) of the grinding mill (10) 
in Figure 12. 

With regard to claim 6, Whitney discloses a coffee bean container (100) 
comprising an'encircling collar encompassing an output shaft (Figure 30). The portion 
of the coffee bean container (100) encircling the output shaft is the collar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whitney (US 6,339,985) in view of Schmidt (US 4,759,274). 
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Claims 7 and 8 call for a bayonet lock connection for the coffee bean container. 
In a closely related art, Schmidt discloses a coffee maker with a coffee container 
connected by a bayonet lock in order to connect the container with a single rotation. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide Whitney with a bayonet lock connection for the coffee bean 
container in order to connect the container with a single rotation, as taught by Schmidt. 

With regard to claims 9-1 1 , Whitney discloses a coffee grinder to be mounted in 
an automatic coffee maker (Figure 1). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed August 17, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

With regard to claim 1, although the same reference, Whitney, is used, a new 
ground of rejection is made above in order to address the amendment. Therefore, the 
arguments are moot. 

Applicant presents no additional new arguments. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Y. Pahng whose telephone number is 571 272 
4522. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM, Monday- 
Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on 571 272 4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



